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The victorious Mongols could scarcely be expected to keep
the peace with the effete Sung. The latter were not given all the
portion of the former Chin possessions which they alleged had
been promised them. They were naturally aggrieved and pro-
ceeded to seize some of the land which they claimed. This gave
the Mongols the excuse for the inevitable attack. The Sung do-
mains, however, were not easily taken. The Mongols made gains,
especially in the present Szechwan, but the bulk of the Sung ter-
ritory, south of the barrier offered by the Yangtze, long remained
inviolate.
The Mongols meanwhile extended their power in other direc-
tions. Korea was further reduced to subjection, and the Mongol
arms carried terror into the West, as far as Mesopotamia, Georgia,
and Armenia in Southwestern Asia, and into Hungary and Poland
In Europe.
Following the death of Ogodai (1241), for ten years a weak
or divided leadership gave pause to the Mongol advance. With
the accession of Mangu, a grandson of Jenghiz Khan, to the
Grand Khanate (1251), the boundaries of the empire again ex-
panded. In the West, Mangu's brother Hulagu captured Bag-
dad and administered the death blow to the Abbasid Caliphate,
and Aleppo and Damascus were taken. In China, from the van-
tage point of Szechwan, for over ten years a part of the Mon-
gol domains, an attack was launched by Mangu and another of
his brothers, Khubilai, against the state of Nan Chao, in what is
now Yunnan. Nan Chao was defeated and annexed (1253).
From it a Mongol army penetrated to Tongking and thence north-
ward into Kwangsi and Hunan. Its purpose was to join forces
with another army, which, under Khubilai, had crossed the
Yangtze and was besieging Wuchang. The death of Mangu, in
Szechwan, in 1259, halted the campaign, and, confronted with
the probability of a struggle for the succession to the Khanate,
Khubilai hastily arranged a treaty with the Sung—by which the
latter agreed to acknowledge the Mongols as their overlords and
to pay them tribute—and repaired north to press his claims to
the throne.
Khubilai was soon declared Grand Khan by his army in North
China, but one of his brothers was also given the title by a fac-
tion, and at the old Mongol capital, Karakorum. Not until 1264

